Pre-emptive Traffic Flow Management Description before ITFM 
replaced PTFM on October 22, 2002

Pre-emptive Traffic Flow Management (PTFM) is the initial effort by National Air Space Operators to plan fleet deployment in the enroute environment consistent with corporate goals, CFR 14 Parts 91, 135, and 121, and Air Traffic Management (ATM) requisites in order to minimize operational costs and reduce workload while maximizing on-time performance and system capacity. 

The Pre-emptive TFM workgroup is focused on identifying business needs of NAS operators in the planning stages of fleet deployment (on the day of operation) with the intent of reducing the size and scale of strategic and tactical TFM problems to be resolved (through procedures and automation) consistent with corporate goals. In general, this encompasses a planning horizon of 2-6 hours prior to the proposed (P-time) or filed time of departure. While participation of government entities is vital, the primary focus of P-TFM in CDM Collaborative Routing is to identify business needs of the NAS operator community during the crucial timeframe prior to Strategic Planning Telcons, thereby increasing NAS predictability for operators and providers alike. Specific goals of the P-TFM workgroup currently include: 1. Collate Collaborative Routing documents (1996-2002) pertinent to P-TFM 2. Determine FPPP (FP3) evaluation requirements from NAS operators 3. Evaluate technology and products being developed pertinent to P-TFM 4. Collaboratively define pre-emptive process from the NAS operator community 5. Collaboratively define developmental process 6. Develop ops concept document for National Airspace Users Pre-Processor 7. Develop system requirements document 8. Develop business plan. 

Participants of PTFM are comprised of ATA, RAA, NBAA, FAA, Military, and subject matter experts from industry and academia.

