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The initial version of the RAT Reader Prototype is now available on the Prototype CCSD. This memo tells you how to find it and gets you started on how to use it. It also elicits your feedback.

How Do I Find the CCSD Prototype?

The CCSD Prototype can be accessed through a link on the Volpe Datagate web site. This web site is only accessible through the CDMNET. If you can get to the Volpe Datagate, just look for the link titled “CCSD Prototype” and click it. It is under the heading “FCA/Reroute Testing”. If you cannot get to the Volpe Datagate, contact Rick Oiesen or me.

Remember that this site is only for evaluation. It does not show the operational FCA and Reroute data, and should never by used for operational decision making.

How Do I Find the RAT Reader?

Once you are in the Prototype CCSD, take the following steps:

· Click on the Reroute pull-down menu along the top bar of the display.

· Click on the entry that says Select Reroutes.
· Click on the RAT Reader button to the right of the reroute that you would like to look at.

A few notes here. The Select Reroutes dialog box shows you a list of all the reroutes that have been issued (for now, this means issued by a tester at Volpe or FAA). The contents of this box update dynamically. If a reroute is created, it will appear here. If it is deleted, it will disappear. While it is in effect, this is the window that allows you to access the reroute data. Using the functions in the Select Reroutes box you can draw the entire reroute on you main map display (click Show checkbox and hit Apply), you can view the advisory data for the reroute (click the Info button), or examine the reroute in detail using the RAT Reader (click the RAT Reader button).

The RAT Reader Window

After you click the RAT Reader button, you get a new window within which you navigate through the reroute data. The new window is independent of the other windows. The main map will continue to update and work as normal, as will all the other WSD/CCSD functions. You can at any time “iconify” the RAT reader window and use the rest of the CCSD.

The RAT Reader window is divided into three areas:

List Area – On the left side of the window you see a list. This list can show either a list of city-pairs or a list of flights. The default is city-pairs. You can switch between the city-pair view and flight view by clicking on the links (City-pair Display, Flight Display) at the top of the list. The list will show you only the data for your flights. In the city-pair view, you will see only city-pairs for which you have flights. 

Map Area – On the right side you see a map. This is a copy of the main map display with a couple of differences: 

· Any reroutes that you were displaying in the main map are not displayed, except

· The reroute that you are examining with the RAT Reader is drawn in dark gray.

Once you are in the RAT Reader window, you can no longer change the map view; that is, you cannot move, zoom, or change what data is displayed (other than the toggling of routes as described below). If you did not have the view you want in this window, you must close the RAT Reader window, change the main map to the view you want, and re-invoke the RAT Reader.

Details Area – The details area is beneath the map display. Initially it is blank.

A couple of general notes on using the RAT Reader:

· Whenever you see the text of a route, you will see a colored checkbox next to the route. This allows you to toggle the display of that route on the map. The color tells you what color the route is drawn on the map.

· In either view, the list can be re-sorted by clicking on any of the column headers. Clicking a second time gives you a reverse sort.

· Using either list (city-pair or flight), you will see a Details button next to each entry. The Details button is allows you to see more specific information about either a city-pair or a flight.

Using the RAT Reader in the City-Pair View

When the city-pair view is first displayed, you see:

· List Area – the routes assigned for each city-pair for which you have flights.

· Map Area – all routes are drawn.

· Details Area – nothing.

The List Area displays the following data for each city-pair:

· Origin airport (ORIG)

· Destination Airport (DEST)

· Departure Center (DCENTR)

· Arrival Center (ACENTR)

· Flight Count (COUNT)

Under each city pair you see any routes assigned for that city-pair. Initially all the checkboxes are selected.

You can toggle the display of any route on the map by clicking the colored checkbox next to the route. This lets you draw the routes on the map in any combination. In addition, there is a Show All Routes checkbox at the top of the List Area. You can use this checkbox to toggle all the routes on or off.

At the end of each city-pair line is a Details button. This lets you see the flight list for that city-pair and any routes that have been assigned to them. Clicking the Details button has the following effect:

· List Area – The list is “collapsed” so that you only can view the routes for the city-pair you selected.

· Map Area – The routes for that city-pair are drawn and any other routes you were viewing are removed.

· Details Area – The flights for that city pair are displayed.

Once you are in this view, you can toggle the routes for that city-pair on and off by using the colored checkboxes. You can switch the view to any other city-pair be clicking its Details button. To go back to the original view, you click the City-pair Display link at the top of the List Area.

NOTE: The reason the city-pair list is collapsed is so that there will be no confusion that the flights you are seeing in the details area have been assigned the routes you are seeing on the map and in the list area.

Using the RAT Reader in the Flights View

When the flights view is first displayed, you see:

· List Area – all flights that are part of the reroute. 

· Map Area – no routes are displayed. 

· Details Area – nothing.

The List Area displays the following data for each flight:

· Flight ID (ACID)

· Aircraft type (TYPE)

· Origin airport (ORIG)

· Destination Airport (DEST)

· Departure Center (DCEN)

· Arrival Center (ACEN)

· Estimated Time of Departure (ETD)

In this view, your only choice is to view the details for a specific flight. You do so by clicking the Details button. Clicking the Details button has the following effect:

· List Area – No change except that the Details keyword is underlined to remind you which flight you are looking at.

· Map Area – The routes for that flight are drawn and any other routes you were viewing are removed.

· Details Area – The detailed data for that flight is shown in a table along with the routes assigned to the flight.

Once you are in this view, you can toggle the routes for that flight on and off by using the colored checkboxes. You can switch the view to any other flight be clicking its Details button. 

Additional Development

We are still working on a few changes for the RAT Reader. Here is a list of enhancements that you can expect:

· Add the flight count to the Select Reroute dialog box (similar to the flight count for FCAs).

· Add the Advisory number to the Select Reroute dialog box.

· Re-organize the Select Reroute dialog box to make a little more sense.

· When drawing a route, connect the route using dotted lines to the origin and destination airport. 

· On the main map display, draw reroutes using a consistent line style (currently a single reroute appears as a mix of solid, dashed, and dotted lines).

Feedback

Several of us are already debating some of the issues with the design of this function and we would like to get more feedback. Any feedback is welcome, but here are some specific areas to think about:

· Do the displays give you the data you need?

· Are any of the button names or column labels confusing?

· Is it easy to tell what you can click on and what not? For example, is it easy to tell that clicking on a column header or Details does something?

· Does the technique of underline the current selection work? For example, when you click on a header to sort a table, an underline appears to tell you what field you are sorted on. Is this sufficient?

· Is it easy to learn the functions? Do you think they will be easy to train, as currently laid out?
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