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1. Background

Verification techniques that accurately define intense convection (e.g. convective constrained area), take into account the specific forecast attributes, and measure the consistency between the various forecast cycles are needed for the evaluation of the CCFP. 
2. Current Situation 

The current verification techniques do not directly consider the attributes of the CCFP forecast nor do they provide a good measure of forecast consistency.  Investigations into new verification techniques that more accurately represent the forecast are underway.  However, some critical problems need to be addressed.  First, an agreement among users on the size of the convective constrained area due to intense convection is a critical first step in developing new techniques.  Second, when using the definition of the convective constrained area, do the new techniques adequately represent the forecast?  Third, do the techniques for computing forecast consistency meet the needs of the WAWG?
3. Objective 

· The WAWG should consider a distance of 10nm radius around intense convection as an area where air traffic flow is constrained due to convective activity.
· The WAWG should consider replacement of the current verification approaches with the new techniques so that more representative information on CCFP forecast quality can be obtained.

· The WAWG should consider approving the techniques for computing forecast consistency.

4. Proposal 
We propose to implement our verification techniques using the newly developed verification approaches (i.e., 10nm radius for convective constrained area, coverage/tops, and consistency calculation) and compare the results to the old techniques.  The results will be presented to the WAWG for consideration.  
5. Discussion of the Issues
The issues are presented in the attached Discussion Paper, conference paper, and presentation.  
6. Proposed action by the WAWG  
We would propose that the WAWG take on the issue of developing a definition for the size of the convective constrained area due to intense convection.  Also, we would propose that the WAWG provide sometime at one of the next meetings so that a through presentation of the verification methods can be presented.
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