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 Executive Summary

The WET teleconference began at 2:00 pm EDT with Danny Sims, FAA POC, welcoming all of the participants.  Danny Sims stated that Todd Harder would be discussing the first agenda topic based on task #2 from the CSG.  

Collaborative TAF
Mr. Harder presented an idea to complete the WET CSG task to “discuss the development of a process and format for forecasted airport weather conditions to be presented prior to each SPT.”    Mr. Harder discussed how this task could be accomplished using a web based product within the ATCSCC web site.  Each industry entity would be provided a user name and password to enter their respective TAF using METAR format with an area for remarks/comments.   The format for entry would be restricted by the web site design based on WET overall concurrence.  The web entry timeframes would be determined so as to allow TAFs to be entered at given times during the day and no entries would be allowed at other times, dependent upon the Planning Telcons (PTs).  Todd stated that he would be drafting the design and requirements to support this effort.  Todd then requested any comments.  These comments were provided for the proposed TAF web site.  
1.  Only sanctioned TAF forecasting agencies would be allowed to enter TAFs.  
2.  The web site design should not allow “chat room” related inputs.  
3.  A remarks/comment capability should be designed to allow only input by the respective TAF producer and limit related comments without much narrative.  
4.  The site design should be user friendly, simple and employ human factors.  
5.  The design should allow viewing of other TAF inputs.

6. A limited window of time available for inputs, open and then shut before each PT.

7. A method to organize all entries for a specific airport was requested as well as capability to sort entries by viewer specified criteria (eg. Valid time, Production/Entry Time, Airport or Airports). 

In summary, there were no objections with the proposed effort.  Mr. Harder concluded that the comments will be evaluated and if acceptable, incorporated into the web site design and requirements. Todd will proceed with drafting design and functional requirements to employ this proposed product.
CCFP Update

Danny Sims stated that Volpe is continuing their efforts for coupling CCFP with other potential products, including the Localized Area Meteorology Product (LAMP) and the Storm Prediction Center’s Convective Outlooks.  Tom MacPhail & John Huhn are also providing support and expertise for this effort and that Volpe may have a demonstration capability in late July/early August.  Mr. Sims also stated that more information would be available in two weeks.

SPC

Danny Sims stated that several people at the ATCSCC are currently reviewing the SPC product.  Two FAAWET members reported that people at one ARTCC facility use the SPC product, at the other ARTCC, the SPC product is not reviewed or used.  There was discussion on using the SPC product during the summer of 2008.  The discussion proceeded to focus on how to use the SPC product for the PTs.  Several options were proposed.  They are:  
1. An SPC outlook independent of the CCFP
a. FAA ATCSCC Planner hosting PT provide a brief 12 hour convection outlook at top of PT and/or
b. Attach 3 or 4 lines of text to ATCSCC Plan when published a 0930z describing outlook for afternoon convection and/or
c. At approximately 22z or 00z daily, include a convection outlook for the next morning and/or   
2.  Include an SPC summary as part of CCFP 
a. Include an afternoon convective outlook in the CCFP Chats daily at 10z & 12z.  

3. Use of a meteorologist at the ATCSCC to provide an SPC overview.  
Discussions continued and option number 3 was removed as a possible alternative.   Danny Sims stated that he and Todd Harder will discuss potential processes to incorporate the SPC convective outlook into the PTs after the WET Telcon (off-line).
CCFP Process, Convective Information for 3 Phases of Flight & Meteorologists on PT
Tom Fahey, Industry point-of-contact, facilitated discussion regarding 3 Agenda Items:

1.
Need to Update CCFP process and criteria for convection forecasts.

2.
TRACON area Convective Forecast process and information.

3.
Provision of meteorological information during Planning Telcons.
Discussion was framed from the perspective of the need for convection forecasts for three separate entities.  They are:  
1. En route 
2. Climb and descent phase and 
3. Immediate terminal area.   

En Route & CCFP: The CCFP is designed to cover convection for the en route phase of flight. Current WET tasking #1 regarding provision of convection forecast information beyond the current 6-hour limit of the CCFP provides an opportunity to be investigated.  It was proposed that the WET focus on task # 1 regarding provision of convection information for only the en route phase of flight.  Task #1 indicates the need for additional focus on updating the CCFP process and criteria as well as revisiting the WET CCFP recommendations provided to the CDM Stakeholders Group (CSG) in 2006.  Danny Sims and Tom Fahey agreed that any such efforts are currently outside of the scope of the WET tasking.  Also, it was agreed that this perspective needs to be shared first with the CSG.

On a separate but related CCFP topic, Tom MacPhail stated that the 2 hour CCFP may not be required based on that CIWS is now operational nationally.  Further discussions revealed that the 2-hour CCFP is still required due to the current inability of CIWS to generate a forecast without pre-existing convection.
Climb & Descent & TRACON Forecasts: Tom Fahey stated that the convective forecast information for the climb and descent phase of flight, especially in high air traffic congested areas such as the east coast, is needed.  Tom also noted that there are a number of efforts underway to attempt to address this issue.  To help foster successful transition to an operational product, Tom proposed including efforts such as WET tasking in the future. The FAA/NASA/Ensco NY Area Enhanced Convective Forecast product was mentioned as a potential candidate for transition to operations and future inclusion in the CDM process and WET tasking.

Danny also noted that the NWS is currently investigating the use of TRACON forecasting as requested by the FAA.  

Immediate Terminal Area: Since the WET is currently working on task #2 to address exchange of TAF information, discussion was already covered on this topic.

Provision of Meteorological Information During PT’s: The majority of the discussion was focused on this issue.  Tom Fahey proposed that a designated meteorologist provide a very short description of anticipated problem weather areas and brief forecast at the top of each PT.   The problem areas could be categories into en route, climb/descent/high congestion areas and airport terminal.  It was further proposed that the designated meteorologist be a NWS employee, possible one assigned to the ATCSCC.   There was no resolution on this proposal.   There was a related proposal that all en route convection forecast information be handled separately from the PT via the CCFP Chat.  Tom made a motion to adopt this proposal as a WET position. Danny requested that adoption be deferred to the next telcon.    
Conclusion

Danny Sims thanked everyone for their inputs and stated the next meeting will be in two weeks.

Action Item:
None assigned
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