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1. Attendees

	FAA members present:
	Industry members present:

	Danny Sims
	Tom Fahey, NWA

	
	Kris Kimmons, COA

	Members not present:
	Brian Collins, SWA

	Joe Castles, ZHU
	John Kosak, NBAA

	Brad Sherman, ATCSCC
	

	Dean Fulmer, ZMP
	Other interested parties:

	
	Mark Phaneuf, Avmet

	Others present:
	Jeff Sarver, UPS

	Tom MacPhail, NWS
	Tim Matuszewski, UAL

	John Huhn, MITRE
	Des Keany, AAL*

	Todd Harder, Northrop Grumman
	Rick Curtis, SWA*

	
	Jeff Stevens, ALA*

	
	Jean Charest, MSC*

	
	Randy Baker, UPS*

	
	Dave Simenauer, Avmet*

	
	Stephanie Klipfel, DAL*

	
	Larry Grinstead, COA*

	
	Craig Guensch, PCT*

	
	Mel Bradley, FDX*

	
	* Not present

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


The teleconference began at 2:00 pm EDT with Danny Sims, FAA POC, welcoming all of the participants.  Danny Sims introduced Todd Harder who will be supporting Danny on the WET and other related CDM products.  John Kosak introduced himself and has been with NBAA for 10 months.  Tom Fahey stated that there is a core position available on the industry side of the WET.  Tim Matuszewski indicated he may be interested. 

The key goals of this meeting were to discuss the two identified CSG tasks: 1.  Investigate extending the CCFP and 2.  Discuss the development of a process and format for forecasted airport weather conditions to be presented prior to each SPT. 

2. CCFP Extension

Danny Sims stated that the Storm Prediction Center (SPC) Convective Outlooks need to be investigated as possible viable products for weather predictions from 8 hours to 24 hours in advance.   John Huhn, MITRE, has done some initial work on the SPC information to assist with the CCFP extension.  The extended CCFP may be combined with the 24 hour convective outlook.   Also, the WET may want to investigate incorporation of data from the SPC thunderstorm outlook (12 hour probabilistic product).

Another concept that needs further investigation is the use of CCFP coupled with an automated product.  One product is the Localized Aviation Model Output Statistics (MOS) Program (LAMP).  This product can be viewed at: www.nws.noaa.gov/tdl/lamp.  Choose the “GFS LAMP Forecasts” and then “Current Tstorm Images”.  Tom MacPhail stated that LAMP 2 hour probabilities are performing well and the verification data is great.

Danny Sims mentioned that efforts on the table top exercise (mock-ups of the capabilities for review by the WET and other users) may be available by the end of July.
3. Forecast Product/Process

Tom Fahey reiterated that the CSG response to the WET on 18 March 2008, was to “accomplish a separate collaborative effort to develop a process and format for forecasted airport weather conditions to be presented prior to each SPT”.  This was option number 2 of 3 options proposed at the 14 February 2008 CSG meeting.  Tom stated that the motivation for the proposed web site, discussed at the 21 April 2008 WET meeting, was to show others all the alternative forecasts used in traffic management planning.

Tim Matuszewski indicated that UAL would like to continue to have a meteorologist on the Planning Telcon (PT).  Both Danny & Tom agreed that as the WET prepares recommendations for the CSG on this task, that having a meteorologist on hand during the PT, needs to be considered as one of the options.
Kris Kimmons identified the NWS’s Aviation Forecast Discussion (AFD) as one of the helpful tools he uses as a Flight Dispatcher, in order to obtain background, detailed information regarding issues relating to the TAF product.  
There was discussion on utilizing the ATCSCC as the repository of all the terminal forecast (alternative) information that is available prior to the PT.  Collecting electronically what the SCC Weather desk currently collects manually was proposed. Using ETMS as a conduit for both industry and FAA to access the electronic information was proposed.  It was stated that AWC should not be the repository.  It was stated that if the process was to combine all forecasts into one forecast; that would be a large task.  
Consensus on the telcon regarding this task:

a. Forecasts would not be combined into one. Specifically, collaboration between NWS Forecast Office, NWS CWSU and Industry to produce a single TAF product would not be recommended.
b. Availability of a meteorologist during the PT is considered advantageous.

c. The FAA, rather than the NWS, would be the appropriate organization for hosting a common collection point for TAFs and TAF related information.
Unresolved Issue:

Danny Sims noted that the WET needs to agree on a timeline for completing Task#2.

4. Future Plans/Wrap-up/Actions

Danny asked if bi-weekly meetings of the WET would be acceptable and there were no objections.  Therefore, the next WET meeting is scheduled for May 20, at 1:00 EDT.

Action 1 – 06May08:  Investigate existing ATCSCC capabilities to determine if a standardized format can be made available to the public for the terminal forecasts.  Action assigned to Todd Harder.

More specifically: investigate capability to post all Terminal Forecasts and related products on a web site &/or National Traffic Management log has been identified as a potential WET recommendation to the CSG. Danny Sims & Todd Harder agreed to coordinate and report on a possible capability at next telcon.

Action 2 -06May08: Status at the next telcon, re planning for the MITRE supported table top exercises planned for July-August timeframe. Danny Sims agreed to provide.

Action 3 -06May08: All WET representatives to be prepared at next meeting to identify any additional info that could be posted in addition to NWS and private organization produced TAF for individual airports.  List compiled at the next telcon by all.  
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