MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION____________________________________________                         

DATE: July 26,1999

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTADING FOR LOW ALTITUDE ARRIVAL AND DPEATURE ROUTES (LAADR)

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is between the Federal Aviation Administration, hereinafter referred to as the “FAA”, and the Trans World Airlines, Inc., hereinafter referred to as “TWA”, regarding the responsibilities for implementation and utilization of low altitude swap routes know as LAADR.  This MOU is self-canceling on July 25, 2000.

The LAADR’s are a combination of alternative air traffic routings and refined coordination procedures designed to mitigate the potential impact to the FAA and customers during periods of extended departure delays that are a result of adverse weather conditions or excessive traffic volume.  The LAADR’s and abbreviated clearances become effective at midnight local time, July 26, 1999.

With notification to the other parties’ focal point, either party may discontinue and/or terminate the terms of this MOU prior to the self-canceling date above.

RESPONSIBILITIES:
The FAA will ensure the following:
· Notification of anticipated LAADR implementation through the Air Traffic Control System Command Center (ATCSCC) advisory system.

· When conditions dictate, contact will be made to the focal point at the number provided by TWA concerning input and the timeframe for implementing LAADR.

· Dissemination of LAADR’s and abbreviated codes.

· Dissemination of any changes to LAADR’s.

· Availability of and a focal point for LAADR activity.

· A tactical phone number for input and discussion of initiatives.

· Immediate notification to TWA focal point at the number listed in this MOU of discontinuance and/or termination of the terms of this MOU.

· Usage of LAADR’s will be limited to an advantage gained for the FAA and customers.

· When issuing an abbreviated LAADR, use phraseology, (Callsign), cleared to (destination), via LAADR (2-digit code), maintain (altitude), expect (LAADR ceiling altitude), squawk (beacon code), departure frequency (frequency).
· Controllers will not give clearances for climb into the high altitude stratum on aircraft utilizing LAADR routes until the termination point of the LAADR route.

· After being advised by TWA which flights are affected, ZKC Traffic Management Unit (TMU) will remove/amend the original flight plans.  The TMU will input/amend flight plans with the LAADR route, altitude, and remarks.

· On the new LAADR flight plans the TMU will enter the following remarks (LAADR) (LAADR code) (termination  point) (requested altitude).  Example… LAADR 1B IIU 370 (The TMU will not enter the complete code that includes departure and destination airport.  Ie. STLDDA1B would be enterd in remarks as 1B)
· Follow-up, post incident review of LAADR procedures used and problems encountered.  Tracking of LAADR problems.
TWA will ensure the following:
· Briefings for all impacted aircrews, no later the July 18, 1999 on LAADR routes, procedure, and the abbreviated clearance procedures that will be used.
· Flight crews will not request higher altitude until the “termination point” of the LAADR.
· Flight crews will understand the Full Route Clearances will not be issued on coded LAADR routes.  Clearance will be issued via abbreviated LAADR phraseology noted on page 1.
· Availability of and a focal point for LAADR activity.
· Immediate notificaton to FAA signatories of the MOU at the number listed of discontinuance and/or termination of the terms of this MOU.
· Usage of LAADRs will be limited to an advantage gained by the FAA and customers.
· After coordination with STL and ZKC TMU’s, TWA will advice ZKC of which flight plans to remove.  Follow-up, post incident, review of the LAADR procedures utilized and problems encountered.
POINTS OF CONTACT:
FAA:

· Kansas City Center TMU (Tactical), (913) 791-8505
· Kansas City Center, ZKC-530, (913) 791-8440
· Kansas City Center, Air Traffic Manager, (913) 791-8403
· St. Louis  ATCT TMU (Tactical), (314) 890-1028
· St. Louis  Traffic  Management Supervisor, (314) 890-1023
· St. Louis TRACON, Air Traffic Manager, (314) 890-1001
· St. Louis Tower, Air Traffic Manager, (314) 890-4703
