Memorandum of Understanding

Between the

National Air Traffic Controllers Association

And the

Federal Aviation Administration

This agreement is made by and between the National Air Traffic Controllers Association ("NATCA" or "the Union") and the Federal Aviation Administration ("FAA" or "the Agency"), collectively known as the Parties. This agreement represents the parties’ understanding concerning the Agency initiative known as Low Altitude Arrival/Departure Routing ("LAADR").

Section 1. The Agency agrees that the Union shall have one member known as the NATCA National LAADR Representative with reasonable and necessary official time to conduct activities specifically related to LAADR. The Agency agrees to pay for authorized travel and per diem specifically related to LAADR.

Section 2. The Union shall also designate a representative at all affected facilities to serve as the NATCA LAADR representative at the facility level. The Facility LAADR representative shall have access to all local data related to LAADR. All LAADR activities conducted by this representative shall be done on duty time.

Section 3. Parties at the local level must agree and confirm the facility’s LAADR procedure(s) prior to implementation and utilizing LAADR operationally. To accomplish that task, Parties at the local level may form a LAADR Team, including the facility LAADR representative, to address any and all issues associated with any LAADR procedure(s). Each facility shall agree to the local LAADR procedure by a letter signed jointly by the Air Traffic Manager and the Union Facility Representative, or his/her designee. This letter shall confirm an agreement to implement the LAADR procedure(s). If the parities at the facility level cannot reach an agreement on any LAADR procedure implementation, then the NATCA National LAADR Representative and the Agency designee will jointly contact the parties at the facility in attempt to reach resolution. Implementation of any LAADR procedures shall not commence until Parties reach agreement.

Section 4. Any problems identified by either Party at the national or local level at any time after implementation shall be addressed utilizing the procedures outlined in Attachment 1 of this agreement. Additionally, the problems identified shall be addressed as soon as possible between the Agency and the NATCA National LAADR Representative so as not to prolong the identified problems with LAADR procedures. The intent of this section is to address and resolve identified LAADR problems quickly and expeditiously.

Section 5. Appropriate forms (Attachment 2) shall be provided to bargaining unit employees for comments regarding implemented procedures. These forms shall be forwarded to the Command Center by the Agency as soon as possible, but no later than 15 days after the date of occurrence. Specifically, forms containing comments on LAADR procedures that have a negative impact to the air traffic operation or safety shall be made available to the National LAADR Representative at the time of receipt by the Agency. This data shall be used to determine the disposition of implemented procedures. Analysis of collected data shall be accompanied jointly by the Agency and the NATCA National LAADR Representative.

Section 6. The Agency agrees to provide complete and comprehensive briefing to all affected bargaining unit employees on the LAADR procedures prior to implementation. If employees are on annual leave, sick leave, or in leave without pay status, LAADR procedures may be implemented with the understanding that absent employees will be briefed prior to their use of the procedures.

Section 7. The Agency shall establish and maintain a database at the Air Traffic Control System Command Center ("ATCSCC") to record comments associated with the specific procedures implemented through LAADR, and shall make information in the database available to the NATCA National LAADR Representative during normal administrative hours.

Section 8. Attachments to the agreements are described and utilized as follows:

Attachment 1: Outlines the guidelines for handling concerns from field facilities regarding implemented procedures; 
Attachment 2: Form used by field personnel to submit comments associated with the LAADR procedures. 

Section 9. This agreement includes no waiver of any Agency or union rights guaranteed by law, regulations, rule or contract.

FOR NATCA FOR FAA

Michael McNally, President Jack Kies, ATT-2

Melinda Kim, LR Representative Elliott Reid, ATT-230

Jim Gordon, ATX Liaison John Glassley, ATX-500

Tony Henry, TMU Representative Stewart Speck, AHL-200

Melissa Ott, ATA Liaison Anthony Milligan, ATT-235

Dated: November 12, 1999

Attachment 1

Guidelines for Field Facilities

Low Altitude Arrival Departure Routes

A. A facility experiencing any problems with LAADR procedures shall report it to the appropriate Air Route Traffic Control Center ("ARTCC") Traffic Management Unit ("TMU"), along with justifying data to make necessary corrective actions to resolve the problem or justifying data to suspend the procedures, if required. 

B. The TMU at the local facility shall coordinate with the Air Traffic Control System Command Center ("ATCSCC") the nature of the reported problem along with justifying data, and any necessary corrective actions to resolve the problem or justifying data to suspend the procedure, if required. 

C. At the ATCSCC level, Agency Representative, NATCA National LAADR Representative, the facility manager, and the NATCA representative shall all reach full agreement on a corrective action. Until an agreement is reached, ATCSCC shall suspend the identified LAADR procedures, and notify the system users. 

Attachment 2

Air Traffic Control System Command Center

Suite 100

13600 EDS Drive

Herndon, VA 20171-3233

Phone 703-904-9525 FAX 703-904-4461

LAADR

Comment Form

PRIVATE
LAADR Procedure Name:





Date:
Time (UTC):

Call Sign(s):
ActfType/Eqmpt:

Dept:
Dest:
Alt:
Route of Flight:


Affected Sectors/Procedures:





Description of Problem:





Recommended Action:





ATCS:


ASIC:


TMC:


STMC:


Forward this form through the ARTCC TMU to the ATCSCC via FAX @ 703-925-3273





