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Subject:	Airport AOCNet Information





To: 	Member of the NAS Status Information Subgroup





From:   	Gary R. Church, Aviation Management Associates, Inc. (Charlotte/Douglas International Airport)





Name of Item:





        Airport Operational Impact Information





Description of Item:





        Security alerts, notices, and actions which affect the movement of passengers and/or aircraft. 





        Suspension of fueling and ramp operations due to lightning in the immediate airport area.





        Airfield ground movement incidents or accidents which affect the movement of passengers and/or aircraft.





        Runway, taxiway (i.e., aircraft movement areas), or ramp area (i.e., non-movement area closures as a result of planned or unplanned maintenance requirements which affect the movement of passengers and/or aircraft, including:





                o  Lightning strikes on runways, taxiways and ramps requiring repair.





                o  Snow removal plans and actions.





                o  Rubber removal plans and actions.





                o  Runway and taxiway lighting maintenance.





        Aviation Director Notices are critical operational notices issued to airport users by the Director of Aviation and Manager of the Charlotte/Douglas International Airport.





Benefits:


        


        Who would use this data?





        Anyone who is involved in the operation of the national airspace system is a potential user of Airport Operational Impact information. This includes pilots, controllers, dispatchers, air traffic control managers, etc.       


        


        To what use or uses would this data be put?





        This information is necessary to safely and efficiently manage national airspace system resources.  


        


        What would be the benefits in terms of safety and efficiency?





        Timely and accurate delivery of this information would provide air traffic control service providers and aircraft operators and planners an opportunity to respond to actual or forecast changing levels of airport system performance capability to reallocate resources or alter operational procedures or priorities in order to maintain the highest levels of safety and efficiency.





Source of Data:





        What could provide this data? Is there more than one source of the data?





        The is only one direct source of the information Ð the airport.





        Is there a system that already contains the data, or is such a system planned?





        There is currently NO automated interface from an airport operator into the national airspace systems which permits timely and accurate dissemination of Airport Operational Impact information. 





        Because Airport Operational Impact information is not officially recognized as Notamable information, this information is only sporadically disseminated locally by telephone, fax, or electrowriter to resident some aircraft operators and air traffic tower control personnel.





Nature of Data:





        How much data is involved?





        Of the approximately 800 commercial service airports in the US there is probably an average of one message per day per airport consisting of less than 1K bytes of data Ð a daily total of less than 1M of data. However, under no circumstances are the amount of data relevant in size or impact to current high bandwidth communication capabilities.





        How frequently is data updated?


        Most frequent update is estimated from every fifteen minutes to daily at irregular intervals.





        How reliably will the data be provided?


        This depends upon operational guidelines and agreements established between airport and information users for data types and frequencies, such as aircraft operators and air traffic control service providers (e.g., contract towers are included in addition to Federal Aviation Administration operated air traffic control towers).





        How accurate will the data be?


        As accurate as possible.





What Must be Done to Get this Data on AOCNet:





        To what current or planned system must AOCNet be interfaced?


        There is no current system which provides a data interface directly from airports. This capability must be provided by the AOCNet.


                        


        What manual data entry would be needed?


       All.


                        


        What other actions would be necessary to get this data on the AOCNet?


        Communication interface and supporting software and hardware capability.





        When could this data be available digitally so it could be placed on AOCNet?


        Yes.











