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From:		Rich Falcone

Date:		May 30, 1997

1. Name of Data Item

	Local Notice to Airmen (NOTAM L)

2. Description of Data Item

	Local NOTAMs generally contain airport movement area information of a less critical nature than other NOTAM types and typically address the following conditions:  Runway information – that does not restrict or preclude the use of a runway, such as cracks in a runway, soft edges, frost heaves or personnel and equipment on a runway.  If a runway becomes unsafe due to these conditions, it is the responsibility of the airport management to close or restrict the use of the runway or the affected portions of the runway as appropriate (then requiring a NOTAM D).  A NOTAM L would also be issued for information on runways under construction that may present a hazard to aircraft operations.
Taxiway conditions – pertaining to single or multiple taxiway closures or could apply to personnel and equipment adjacent to a runway.
A NOTAM L could also be issued for conditions that normally fall under the NOTAM D category but are only effective for a short duration.  Short term runway closures, navaid and approach aid outages can be NOTAM(L) information that users need and air carriers are required to have.

Although these NOTAMs should not affect safety of flight, they could inform airline operators of potential hazards in airport movement areas.  For this reason and because local NOTAMs address other conditions of short duration, FAA Handbook 8400.10 makes reference to the fact that air carriers must provide some means for obtaining local NOTAMs.
	 
3. Benefits

	Local NOTAMs are not disseminated beyond the regional Flight Service Station (FSS).  This presents a compliance problem for air carriers because there is no automatic transmission to the aviation community as with other types of NOTAMs.  

Airline dispatchers, flight planners and pilots would benefit from NOTAM L information more in the tactical sense than in the planning process.  NOTAM L information would not usually affect safety in the planning stages due to the nature of the NOTAM L criteria or because the condition is for a short duration.  However, the air carrier would want to consider taxiway closures, for example, since this could impact taxi times and affect overall operating efficiency.

From a tactical aspect, local NOTAMs should be available so that air carriers can make their own determination as to whether or not the information is critical and should be passed along to enroute aircraft.  FAR 121 requires that airline dispatchers monitor flight progress and advise the pilot, while enroute, of any changing conditions that may affect the safety of flight.  Since local NOTAMs may contain information that could present a hazard to aircraft operations, the operator must be provided the opportunity to evaluate the situation so that they can react accordingly.

4. Source of Data

	Airport operators forward the applicable information to the local FSS where FSS specialists format the NOTAM L and store in their local database.  

	These NOTAMs are not distributed beyond the local FSS.  It would be necessary for Airlines and aircraft operators to obtain NOTAM L information directly from the airport operation’s office or from the FSS.  From a timing aspect, this would not be practical for large scale airline operations.

	Some airlines task their own airport personnel with the responsibility of obtaining local NOTAMs and forwarding them to the airline operation control center.  This method would only suffice for on-line stations where the airline employees its own personnel.  For off-line alternates, the information flow does not exist. 







	
5. Nature of the Data 

	Local NOTAMs are electronically stored at the responsible FSS.  They may or may not be stored electronically at airports.  The file size is unknown at this time.

	There was a previous attempt to distribute local NOTAMs via the U.S. NOTAM System (USNS) computer and the Weather Message Switching Center Replacement (WMSCR).  This is the same process by which NOTAM D and FDC NOTAMs are disseminated to aviation users.  This attempt caused a major backlog in WMSCR that also affected weather transmission.  There have been no subsequent plans to distribute local NOTAMs beyond the FSS.

	NOTAM L information is updated on an ad hoc basis as new information is passed from airport operations to the regional FSS.

	Reliability of the data is dependent on the timeliness of information being relayed from the airport to the FSS.  Since local NOTAMs are not forwarded beyond the FSS, there are no other current factors.  If other types of NOTAMs can be processed via the AOCnet, local NOTAMs should not affect other data streams, and AOCnet could become the single source for all NOTAM types. 
	
Accuracy of the NOTAM L data should not be an issue.  FSS specialists already follow specific guidelines for content and format.	

6. What must be Done to Get this Data on AOCnet?
	
	Based on the current data source, there appears to be two options to interface the AOCnet.  Since format and reliability should not be issues, the remaining factors would be procedural for airport operators or FSS personnel and the communication link to AOCnet.  

	Airport operators could possibly transmit NOTAM L information to AOCnet via ADTN2000.  This data should be available in digital form from the FSS where the NOTAM L is formatted.  Perhaps FAA would agree to procedures for FSS specialists to transmit local NOTAMs to AOCnet via ADTN2000.  Since airlines are required to obtain NOTAM L information in accordance with FAA Inspector’s Handbook 8400.00, and because there is no current method for wide dissemination of local NOTAMs, it would be incumbent upon FAA to approve and implement such procedures.

7. Other Issues :

	Since a previous attempt to distribute NOTAM(L) information over the WMSCR was abandoned due to insufficient bandwidth the volume of NOTAM(L) information needs to be assessed to insure AOCnet as currrently envisioned has sufficient bandwidth to handle NOTAM(L) information.

